
DETAILED SCHEDULE 
Parallel Paper sessions 

Rethinking Religion in India II 
10-13 January 2009 

Parallel Paper Sessions 1 
11 January 2009 

17.15-19.15 

Parallel Paper Sessions 2 
12 January 2009 

9.00-11.00 

Parallel Paper Sessions 3 
13 January 2009 

9.00-11.00 

Rethinking Secularism in India 1 

EVAN HAEFELI 

Toleration and Pluralism in the US: Origins and Global 
Implications. 

SAM HASELBY 

The Emerging of Secularism in the US. 

PETER GOTTSCHALK 

Western-Originated Science and the Classification of 
Religions. 

Chair: Akeel Bilgrami 

ROOM: SEMINAR HALL I 

Rethinking Secularism in India 2 

T.S. SATYANATH 

Contentious Harmonies: Depiction of Hindu-Muslim 
Relationships in Medieval Kannada Representations. 

HANNA H. KIM 

Post-Colonial, Post-Liberal Gujarat: The Discourse on 
Secularism and its Alternatives. 

RAJARAM HEGDE & J.S. SADANANDA  

A Fight for Harmony: Secularism and its Problems in the 
Bababudangiri Hill. 

Chair: Martin Fárek 

ROOM: SEMINAR HALL I 

Rethinking Secularism in India 3 

KARMANYE THADANI & VARUN CHABLANI 

‘Tolerance’/’Secularism’ in India – Is It Perceived 
Differently? 

SARADINDU MUKHERJI 

Re-Examining the Terminology, Logic and the Indian 
Media: Another Look at the Hindu-Muslim Relations in 
Recent Times. 

GAUTAM CHAKRABARTI 

From ‘Diasporic’ to ‘Glocal’: ‘Indic’ Manoeuvres and 
‘Western’ Perceptions 

Chair: A. Shanmukha  

ROOM: SEMINAR HALL I 

Secularism, Conversion and Law. Case studies from 
India 

SIPRA MUKHERJEE 

Questioning Conversion: A Case Study from Bengal. 

VIBHA ARORA 

Rethinking Secularism in India. A Case Study from 
Sikkim. 

NAVTEJ PUREWAL  

Rethinking Secularism in India: Popular Practices 
Challenge the Notion of Fixed Religious Boundaries. 

ÜLO VALK  

Acts of Deities or Acts of Men? Karma and Causality in 
the Folk Legends of Tamil Nadu. 

Chair: Maya Burger 

ROOM: SEMINAR HALL II 

Indian Religion and the Issue of Conversion 1 

SHRUTI RAVI 

Explaining Conversion and the Dichotomy of Anti-
Conversion Laws in India. 

MATT BAXTER 

Conversion, Marx, and the Dravidian South. 

VISHAL MANGALWADI 

Conversion as Revolution. 

Chair: Dunkin Jalki 

ROOM: SEMINAR HALL II 

Indian Religion and the Issue of Conversion 2 

ANUJA PRASHAR  

Invisible ‘Chains of Memory’ Targeting India, Through 
Joshua Project 2000 and Beyond. 

KOENRAAD ELST 

Secularist vs. Christian Accounts of Hindu Resistance to 
Conversion. 

AKSHATA SHRINATH & ALISHA MALIK 

Right to Freedom of Religion or the Right to Conversion. 

Chair: Rajaram Hegde 

ROOM: SEMINAR HALL II 

Religion and Law in India 1 

SHASHI PRIYADARSHINI 

Protecting Human Rights under Religious Laws, 
National Laws, and International Law. 

BARNIK GHOSH & ADITYA CHATTERJEE 

Religion and Law in India: The Possibility of a Common 
Code for all Indians Irrespective of Religion. 

NAREN B.S. & NAYANA UDAYASHANKAR 

Law and Religion in India: An Attempt to Build 
Cohesiveness and Nurture Secularism through the 
‘Uniform Civil Code’. 

Chair: Jasdev Singh Rai 

ROOM: SEMINAR HALL III 

Religion and Law in India 2 

MATHEW JOHN 

The Indian Constitution: Religious Freedom and 
Toleration for India’s Diverse Religious Traditions? 

GEETANJALI SRIKANTAN 

Colonial Legality and Indian Custom: Challenges in the 
Making of Hindu Law.  

Chair: Winnifred Fallers Sullivan 

ROOM: SEMINAR HALL III 

Colonialism and Religion in India 2 

SUFIYA PATAN 

The Emergence of the Category of ‘Communalism’ from 
Colonial Discourse. 

RAF GELDERS 

From Anticlericalism to Anti-Brahmanism. The Indian 
Religion of the Priest in Protestant Polemics. 

ESTHER BLOCH 

Diversity in Hinduism, What Is the Problem?  

Chair: Geoffrey Oddie 

ROOM: SEMINAR HALL III 



 

 Colonialism and Religion in India 1 

TINJU V. THOMAS, VINITA JONES & PRERNA SINGH 

A British Construction of Religion? 

POLLY HAZARIKA 

Investigating Hinduism 

BRAINERD PRINCE 

Hinduism as Religion: To Be or Not to Be 

Chair: Vivek Dhareshwar 

ROOM: MAIN AUDITORIUM 
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