
 

DETAILED SCHEDULE
Platform and Roundtable  
Rethinking Religion in India II 

10-13 January 2009 

Platform Sessions 

 Is secularism the solution to communal conflict in India? 

Speakers:  
 

Achin Vanaik; with support from Neera Chandhoke 
Vs. 

Jakob De Roover; with support from S.N. Balagangadhara 
 

Moderator: J.S. Sadananda 
Room: Main Auditorium 

Roundtable Sessions 

Secularism in India 
 

Permanent panel of respondents:  
 

S.N. Balagangadhara; Akeel Bilgrami; Vivek Dhareshwar; 
Geoffrey Oddie; Jasdev Singh Rai, Timothy Fitzgerald 

 
Chair: Naomi Goldenberg 

Room: Banquet hall 
 

 
10 January 2009 

14.30-17.00 
 
 

 
11 January 2009 

 11.15-13.15 
 

‘Freedom of Religion and Religious Conversion’ 
 

Speakers: Winnifred Fallers Sullivan 
Expert respondents: Sarah Claerhout, Dunkin Jalki 

 
 

11 January 2009 
14.30-17.00 

 
 

 
12 January 2009 

11.15-13.15 
 

‘Secularism, Hindutva and the Aryan Invasion Theory’ 
 

Speakers: Dilip K. Chakrabarti, Edwin Bryant (paper read in 
absentia by Esther Bloch)  

Expert respondents: Rajaram Hegde, Martin Fárek, Marianne 
Keppens 

 
 

12 January 2009 
14.30-17.00 

 

 
13 January 2009 

11.15-13.15 
 

‘Liberal Secularism and Religious Fundamentalism: Opposites or 
Alter Egos?’ 

 
Speakers: Ashis Nandy, Pratap Bhanu Mehta 

Expert respondents: J.S. Sadananda, A. Shanmukha 
 


